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Current Affairs Analysis: Key
Political and Legal
Developments

A comprehensive examination of recent developments across India's

political, legal, and security landscape, covering protests in Ladakh,

diplomatic initiatives, legal challenges, and policy reforms that shape

contemporary governance.
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Leh stir explodes into deadly violence; calls for
Statehood & tribal status

News: Protests in Leh (Ladakh) demanding Statehood and Sixth-Schedule (tribal status) turned violent — BJP office torched,
hill council premises vandalised; security personnel injured and some protester casualties reported; Centre summoned a

delegation for talks.

-

Prelims Pointers & Traps

Trap 1: Don't equate "Union Territory" with "State" — powers differ (Art. 239, LG role).

Trap 2: Sixth Schedule protection = special tribal governance (Autonomous Councils) — different from ordinary

reservation.

Pointer: Use as a mains example on Centre-State relations, security in border areas (China border) and youth

mobilisation.

-

Key Terms

Union Territory (with/without legislature) — administrative difference from State.

Sixth Schedule — special tribal autonomous councils (North-east model).

Mains Key Terms

Constitutional Asymmetry in Indian Federalism — This refers to the differential constitutional arrangements for various

states and union territories, reflecting India's accommodation of diverse regional identities and historical contexts

within a unitary-federal structure. Ladakh's demand for Statehood highlights the implications of UT status, where direct

central administration (via a Lieutenant Governor) limits local self-governance, contrasting with the greater autonomy of

states. Special provisions like the Sixth Schedule further exemplify this asymmetry, granting specific tribal areas

enhanced legislative and administrative powers to protect indigenous cultures and resources.

Ethno-regional Aspirations and Inclusive Governance — Ethno-regional aspirations are collective demands by distinct

ethnic or regional groups for political recognition, cultural preservation, and greater self-determination, often

manifesting as movements for Statehood or special autonomous status. In Ladakh, these aspirations are driven by a

unique cultural identity, concerns over demographic change, and perceived developmental neglect under centralized

governance. Inclusive governance strategies are crucial to address such aspirations by designing administrative and

political frameworks that genuinely accommodate regional diversity, ensure local participation in decision-making, and

foster a sense of belonging, thereby mitigating conflict and strengthening national cohesion, particularly in geopolitically

sensitive border areas.
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Global South meet: Jaishankar urges unity; warns

multilateralism under attack

News: EAM S. Jaishankar hosted a 20-country "like-minded" Global South meeting on UNGA sidelines, urging collective

action and UN reforms as multilateral institutions are being weakened.
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Prelims Pointers & Traps

Trap 1: Don't confuse "Global South" conclaves with formal UN organs — these are diplomatic initiatives.

Trap 2: Jaishankar's remarks relate to contemporary geopolitics — not a legal change in UN Charter.

Pointer: Useful for GS-1I (India's foreign policy), multilateralism, food/energy security and climate diplomacy.

N\ J

Key Terms

e Global South — developing countries of Asia, Africa, Latin America.

e UNGA — UN General Assembly (forum for diplomacy, resolutions non-binding).

Mains Key Terms

e Multilateralism — A foreign policy approach advocating for cooperation among several nations to address global issues. It

implies adherence to shared rules, norms, and institutions to achieve common goals, fostering stability and collective

security. India champions a 'reformed multilateralism' that is inclusive and reflective of contemporary geopolitical

realities, ensuring greater representation for the Global South in global governance structures like the UN.

e South-South Cooperation — A broad framework for collaboration among countries in the Global South in political,

economic, social, cultural, environmental, and technical domains. It emphasizes mutual benefit, shared experiences, and

solidarity among developing nations, distinct from traditional North-South development aid models. For India, it is a

power for developing countries on the global stage.
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NIA books SFJ leader Gurpatwant Pannun for

anti-state calls

News: NIA registered a case against US-based SFJ leader Gurpatwant Singh Pannun for allegedly instigating actions (including

a reward offer) aimed at preventing the PM from hoisting the National Flag; charges invoked under the Bharatiya Nyaya

Sanhita and UAPA provisions.

Prelims Pointers & Traps Key Terms
Trap 1: Distinguish between speech and unlawful activity — UAPA deals o NIA — National Investigation Agency.
with acts threatening sovereignty. o UAPA — Unlawful Activities (Prevention)

Act (anti-terror law).

Trap 2: NIA = central agency with national jurisdiction; not a state police

function. Mains Key Terms

Pointer: Use for Mains/GS-II discussion on terrorism, cross-border e Extra-territorial Jurisdiction — This refers

influence, online radicalisation. to the legal power of a country's laws to

apply to actions that occur outside its

physical borders. In the context of SEJ
leader Gurpatwant Pannun, who operates
from the US, India's invocation of UAPA

provisions demonstrates its assertion of

extra-territorial jurisdiction over
individuals or entities whose actions, though
physically outside India, directly threaten

India's sovereignty, security, or integrity.

This concept is crucial for addressing

threats like cross-border terrorism,

cybercrimes, and radicalization,

highlighting the evolving nature of national

security challenges in a globalized world.

e Balancing National Security with Civil
Liberties — This is a fundamental dilemma

in democratic governance, particularly

evident in cases involving anti-terrorism
laws like UAPA. While national security

measures are vital to protect the state and

its citizens from internal and external

threats, they must be meticulously

balanced against the constitutional
guarantees of civil liberties, such as

freedom of speech, due process, and the

right to a fair trial. The judicial review of

such laws often scrutinizes whether

restrictions on rights are reasonable,

proportionate, and non-discriminatory,

ensuring that the state's powers are not

arbitrarily exercised and do not unduly

suppress dissent or legitimate political

expression.
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Operation Numkhor:
Customs seize high-value
smuggled cars; multi-agency
probe

News: Customs (Kochi) operation Numkhor seized dozens of high-value

used cars suspected smuggled from Bhutan; probe to be expanded with

ED, NIA, MVD, GST involvement amid concerns of forged documents,

GST evasion and possible terror-financing links.

01

Prelims Pointers & Traps

Trap 1: Not just a "celebrity car seizure" — significance is GST evasion,

forged docs, multi-state racket.

Trap 2: Parivahan/vehicle registration misuse » administrative

corruption, not merely transport law.

Pointer: Good for GS-III answer on black economy, smuggling, inter-

agency coordination.

Key Terms

e Customs (Preventive) — agency for anti-smuggling operations.

o Parivahan portal — vehicle registration database (Ministry of Road

Transport).

Mains Key Terms

e Financial Intelligence Unit - India (FIU-IND) — India's central

national agency responsible for receiving, processing, analyzing, and

disseminating information relating to suspect financial transactions

to various intelligence and enforcement agencies. Its role is crucial

in combating money laundering, terror financing, and other

economic offences, providing the analytical backbone for multi-

agency probes like Operation Numkhor.

e Hawala Network — An informal and often illicit value transfer

system that operates outside traditional banking or financial

channels. It relies on a network of 'hawaladars' who facilitate money

transfers based on trust, without physical movement of currency,

making it a preferred method for tax evasion, money laundering, and

funding illegal activities including smuggling and terrorism due to

its undocumented and anonymous nature.
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Centre approves Phase-3 scheme to add medical
seats (UG & PG)

News: Union Cabinet approved Phase-3 of a Centrally sponsored scheme adding 5,023 UG and 5,000 PG medical seats —

aimed to increase MBBS seats and specialist availability nationally.

0,023 0,000

UG Medical Seats PG Medical Seats
New MBBS seats to be added under Phase-3 scheme Postgraduate specialist seats for enhanced healthcare
capacity

Prelims Pointers & Traps

Trap 1: Distinguish between Centrally sponsored scheme (CSS) and fully central schemes — financing shares matter.

Trap 2: Seat expansion # immediate rise in doctors — requires faculty, hospitals, infrastructure.

Pointer: Use in Mains for healthcare infrastructure, public policy, human resources in health.

Key Terms

e Centrally Sponsored Scheme (CSS) — funding shared between Centre & States with central guidelines.

e MBBS/PG seat expansion — health human resource policy instrument.

Mains Key Terms

o Fiscal Federalism — Refers to the financial relations between different levels of government. Centrally Sponsored

Schemes are a prime example where the Union government influences state-list subjects (like health) through financial

transfers, often with specific conditions, reflecting the cooperative yet sometimes contentious dynamics of resource

allocation and policy implementation in a federal structure.

e Human Capital Development — Encompasses investments in education, health, and skills to enhance the productive

capacity of individuals and the nation. Increasing medical seats directly contributes to building a robust healthcare

workforce, which is critical for improving public health outcomes, boosting economic productivity, and leveraging India's

demographic dividend for sustainable growth.
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Karnataka HC: social media
regulation upheld (X Corp.
takedown orders)

News: The Karnataka High Court rejected X Corp.'s petition challenging

takedown orders under Section 79 (IT Act), stating platforms must accept

liberty with responsibility and follow lawful takedown instructions.

Prelims Pointers & Traps Key Terms

Trap 1: Section 79 offers e Section 79 (IT Act) —
intermediary liability shield, but conditional safe harbour for
compliance with takedown intermediaries.

orders is mandatory. e Intermediary Guidelines —

rules for social media

Trap 2: This is domestic
platforms' responsibilities.

regulation — don't conflate with
US platform law (First
Amendment).

Pointer: Useful for GS-11

discussion on free speech vs

regulation, IT Act, intermediary

rules.

Mains Key Terms

e Digital Sovereignty — The assertion of a nation-state's authority and

control over its digital infrastructure, data, and information flows

within its territorial borders. In the context of takedown orders, it

underscores the state's prerogative to regulate online content that

impacts national security, public order, or other domestic legal

frameworks, irrespective of the global nature of internet platforms.

e Proportionality Principle — A fundamental legal doctrine that

requires any restriction on a fundamental right (such as freedom of

speech) to be legitimate in its aim, necessary to achieve that aim, and

proportional to the benefit gained. Courts often examine whether

government takedown orders meet these three tests to ensure they

are not excessive or arbitrary.
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SC to hear challenge on use of school ground for
Ramlila (secularism & public space)

News: Supreme Court agreed to urgently hear a challenge to an Allahabad HC order that stayed Ramlila celebrations at a

school ground — raises questions about use of secular public spaces for religious events.

Prelims Pointers & Traps h
Trap 1: Distinguish exclusion (state action) vs permissible private religious activity — context matters.
Trap 2: Not a question of banning festivals — legal issue is public property use & procedural fairness.
Pointer: Good for mains on secularism, public policy, judicial review.
J

Key Terms

e Secularism (Indian model) — principled distance, equal treatment of religions.

¢ Public property usage — governed by administrative law; must respect fundamental rights.

Mains Key Terms

o Constitutional Morality — Refers to adherence to the fundamental principles and values enshrined in the Constitution,

even when not explicitly codified in law. In cases involving secularism and public spaces, it guides the judiciary in

balancing individual religious freedoms with the state's obligation to uphold a secular ethos and prevent any perceived

state endorsement of a particular religion.

e Positive Secularism (Indian Model) — Unlike the Western concept of strict separation of church and state (negative

secularism), India's model involves the state maintaining a principled distance from all religions while also providing.

equal protection and respect to all. This approach allows the state to intervene in religious affairs to ensure social reform

and uphold constitutional values, but also raises complex questions regarding its role in facilitating or regulating

religious events in public spaces.
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SCBA calls for transparent Memorandum of
Procedure for judge appointments

News: Supreme Court Bar Association (SCBA) urged CJI & Law Minister to finalise a transparent, equitable MoP for

appointments to the Supreme Court & High Courts — citing long pending drafts and need to correct Collegium "structural

flaws".

2 3

Current Challenge SCBA Demand Expected Outcome
Long pending drafts and Collegium Transparent, equitable MoP for Reformed appointment process for
structural flaws judicial appointments SC & HC judges

Prelims Pointers & Traps

Trap 1: Don't confuse MoP with NJAC (NJAC was struck down in 2015). MoP is an executive—Collegium process.

Trap 2: MoP details are administrative, not constitutional amendments.

Pointer: Use for GS-II/Polity answers on Judicial appointments, separation of powers, judicial independence.

Key Terms

e Collegium system — judges' forum for appointments (SC & HC).

¢ Memorandum of Procedure (MoP) — administrative document to implement appointments.

Mains Key Terms

o Judicial Primacy — The principle, established through Supreme Court rulings (notably the Second and Third Judges

Cases), that the opinion of the Chief Justice of India and the Collegium holds paramount importance in judicial

appointments and transfers, ensuring judicial independence from executive interference. The Memorandum of

Procedure (MoP) aims to streamline this process while respecting this primacy.

e Institutional Integrity — Refers to the public confidence and ethical soundness of a constitutional body, such as the

judiciary. A transparent and equitable Memorandum of Procedure (MoP) for judicial appointments is argued to be crucial

for upholding the institutional integrity of the Supreme Court and High Courts, ensuring that the selection process is

beyond reproach and maintains public trust.
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Assam Rifles ambush probe:
arrest of prime accused
(Manipur violence context)

News: Police arrested the prime suspect in the ambush on an Assam
Rifles vehicle in Manipur's Bishnupur (two personnel killed); accused
linked to banned Meitei insurgent outfit (PLA).

Prelims Pointers & Traps Key Terms

Trap 1: Differentiate banned groups e PLA (Peoples Liberation
(e.g. PLA) and their cross-border links Army) — banned Meitei
(Myanmar). insurgent group.

Trap 2: Security challenge in * AssamRifles central

Northeast often involves insurgency + paramilitary force

ethnic faultlines; avoid simplistic operating in Northeast.

explanations.

Pointer: Relevant for GS-III security,

internal security doctrine, counter-

insurgency strategies.

Mains Key Terms

e Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act (AFSPA) — A controversial Indian

parliamentary act that grants special powers to the armed forces in

"disturbed areas" to maintain public order. It provides legal immunity
to personnel for actions taken in good faith, often leading to debates on

human rights, accountability, and its efficacy in conflict resolution,

particularly in regions like the Northeast.

¢ Internal Security Doctrine — The comprehensive set of policies,

strategies, and operational frameworks adopted by a state to counter

threats to its internal stability, including insurgency, terrorism,

communal violence, and organized crime. In India's Northeast, this

doctrine faces unique challenges due to complex ethno-political

dynamics, porous international borders, and socio-economic

disparities, necessitating a blend of kinetic operations,

developmental initiatives, and political engagement.
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INDIA bloc's EBC charter (Bihar): promises &
political signalling

News: The INDIA alliance released a 10-point resolution on Extremely Backward Classes (EBC) in Bihar — including a new law

for protection against atrocities, raising EBC reservation in local bodies and other social justice measures.

. Political Manifestos vs Law . Reservation Arithmetic
Promises signal policy direction but need legislative 50% ceiling (Indra Sawhney) and state competence
route to become binding must be noted

Prelims Pointers & Traps

Trap 1: Political manifestos/promises # law — they signal policy direction but need a legislative route to become binding.

Trap 2: Reservation arithmetic (50% ceiling) and state competence must be noted.

Pointer: Example for Mains on affirmative action, social justice and federal politics.

Key Terms

o EBC — Extremely Backward Classes (sub-category within OBCs in some states).

e Reservation ceiling (Indra Sawhney) — landmark judgment capping quotas at 50% (with exceptions).

Mains Key Terms

o Affirmative Action Doctrine — A set of policies and practices within a government or organization seeking to increase the

representation of a particular group, often defined by race, gender, religion, or national origin, in areas where they are

underrepresented, such as education and employment. In India, it primarily manifests as the reservation policy, aiming to

correct historical injustices and ensure social equality, grounded in Articles 15 and 16 of the Constitution.

o Constitutional Morality in Policy-Making — This refers to adherence to the core principles and values embedded in the

Constitution, beyond its literal text, when formulating and implementing policies. In the context of reservation, it involves

balancing the ideals of equality, social justice, and meritocracy, ensuring that policies like the EBC charter uphold the

foundational ethos of the Constitution as interpreted by the Supreme Court, for instance, in judgments like Indra

Sawhney.
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