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Current Affairs Analysis: Key Developments
Across India

A comprehensive examination of spanning governance, defence, judiciary, and

across various Indian states and union territories.
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Leh tense after deadly protests; 4 local
protesters killed

News: Violent clashes in Leh (Ladakh) during protests for Statehood & Sixth-Schedule inclusion left 4 local people

dead (bullet wounds), scores injured and -42 arrested; curfew imposed and schools closed. Preparatory talks with
Centre planned (27-28 Sept).

Prelims Pointers & Traps

4 N\ )
Trap 1 Trap 2
Sixth Schedule = special Distinguish Union Territory Use for Mains: centre-UT
(North- (Ladakh) administrative powers relations, local governance,
East model), not automatic for (LG/central role) from
all tribal areas.

_ )\ Y,

Key Terms

e Sixth Schedule — for tribal areas.

e Union Territory (without legislature) — central administration via

Mains Keywords for Answer Writing

Asymmetric Federalism: Use this concept to analyze how demands for Sixth Schedule status or Statehood in
Ladakh highlight the need for within India's federal structure,

acknowledging unique regional identities, geographical challenges, and . It demonstrates a

nuanced understanding of Centre-state/UT relations beyond a uniform model.

Ethnic Identity and Sub-national Aspirations: Frame the protests as an expression of the distinct cultural,

linguistic, and historical identity of the Ladakhi people. This allows for a deeper analysis of the demands for greater

(Statehood, Sixth Schedule) as efforts to preserve heritage and ensure

within the Indian Union, moving beyond a simple law and order perspective.

Security-Development Nexus in Border Regions: Apply this framework to discuss the strategic importance of

Ladakh as a border region. Analyze how stemming from unmet local demands can have

implications for national security. Argue that inclusive development and political accommodation are crucial for

and ensuring stability in geopolitically sensitive areas.
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Home Ministry cancels FCRA of Wangchuk's
SECMOL after Leh violence

News: Centre revoked FCRA registration of SECMOL (founded by Sonam Wangchuk), citing alleged FCRA violations

(questionable foreign receipts, accounting). CBI probe also on similar NGOs. Wangchuk calls charges baseless.

Prelims Pointers & Traps Key Terms

e Trap 1: FCRA cancellation # criminal conviction — FCRA — Foreign Contribution
administrative action pending inquiry. (Regulation) Act (regulates foreign
e Trap 2: Distinguish FCRA (foreign funds regulation) from other funds to )
NGO/IPC offences.
Good for : civil society, NGO regulation,

freedom vs transparency.

Mains Keywords for Answer Writing

o Shrinking Civil Society Space: Use this to discuss how stringent regulatory measures, particularly those governing

foreign funding, can be perceived as limiting the operational scope and voice of

)

impacting democratic pluralism and the right to association.

e Regulatory Overreach vs. Accountability: Frame discussions around the delicate balance between the state's
legitimate need to ensure of NGOs, and the potential for regulatory

frameworks (like FCRA) to be used in a manner that stifles dissent or independent activism, raising concerns

about due process.

o Fiscal Federalism (Contextual): While not directly about FCRA, the broader context of Leh's protests and central

government actions can be linked to how central policies and regulations (even on civil society) impact regions,

especially ,and the dynamics of power distribution between the Centre and local entities.

: Emphasize the importance of robust civil society in

fostering participatory governance. When discussing FCRA issues, highlight how a is crucial

for representing diverse voices and ensuring inclusive development, making the regulation of such bodies a

critical governance concern.
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Defence Ministry, HAL sign X62,370-cr deal
for 97 Tejas Mk-1A fighters

News: Govt ordered 97 Tejas Mk-1A (68 single-seaters + 29 twin-seaters) from HAL under Buy (India-IDDM); deliveries
2027-33; claims -64% indigenous content and -11,750 direct/indirect jobs.

97 64% 11,/50

Total Aircraft Indigenous Content Jobs Created

68 single-seaters + 29 twin-seaters Domestic manufacturing component Direct and indirect employment

Prelims Pointers & Traps

e Trap 1: "Buy (India-IDDM)" is procurement category under Defence Acquisition Procedure 2020, not a budget
head.

e Trap2: Don't conflate with immediate operational deployment — phasing & training required.

Use for GS-I11: defence indigenisation, defence industry policy, strategic capability building.

Key Terms

e Buy (India-IDDM) — procurement category prioritising indigenous design, development, manufacturing.

e AESA Radar — advanced active electronically scanned array radar (UTTAM AESA in Tejas).

Mains Keywords for Answer Writing

e Defence Indigenisation / Atmanirbhar Bharat in Defence: Crucial for reducing import dependency, bolstering

national security, and fostering a . Use to analyze policy initiatives like Make in

India in defence.

e Strategic Autonomy: The ability of a nation to pursue its national interests independently, free from

. Link the Tejas deal to India's pursuit of strategic autonomy in defence matters.

o Military-Industrial Complex (Domestic): While often used critically, can be framed positively to discuss the

synergy between state-run (HAL) and private defence industries, driving R&D, ,and job creation

within the nation.

Beyond direct jobs, emphasize broader economic benefits

(ancillary industries, MSME involvement) and into civil sectors, enhancing overall

national capability.
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Calcutta HC seeks report after Kolkata
electrocution deaths in rains

News: After heavy deluge & multiple electrocution deaths in Kolkata, Calcutta High Court directed CESC, KMC and

West Bengal govt. to file reports on electrocution incidents, and

Prelims Pointers & Traps

€ oo © e 3

Urban flooding governance Compensation Useful for Mains: urban
involves state + municipal + announcements by political resilience, disaster mgmt
utility responsibilities — not executive + ; (NDMA guidelines) and
central disaster fund by courts can seek
default. accountability.

Key Terms

e CESC — Calcutta Electricity Supply Corporation (power utility).

e Urban flood / waterlogging — result of drainage failure, encroachments,

Mains Keywords for Answer Writing

e Multi-Stakeholder Governance Challenges: Use to analyze the fragmentation of authority and potential for

blame-shifting among (municipal corporations, state government departments, private

utility providers) in managing and disaster response. Emphasize the need for integrated

planning and clear lines of responsibility.

e Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR) & Resilience Frameworks: Discuss the shift from reactive disaster management

to proactive DRR strategies, including , climate-resilient infrastructure, and community

preparedness, aligning with global frameworks like the Sendai Framework.

o Public Trust Doctrine & Judicial Review: Argue how courts (like the )uphold the state's

fiduciary duty to protect public health and safety. Explain how judicial intervention acts as a crucial check on

and ensures accountability in cases of negligence or inaction.
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SC to examine if Foreigners Tribunals' proot
standards discriminate against rural women

News: Supreme Court issued notice to Centre and Assam et al. to examine petition arguing Foreigners Tribunals

require documentary proof unfairly, harming rural, unlettered women (risk of statelessness).

Prelims Pointers & Traps Key Terms

e Trap 1: Foreigners Tribunals' process is
administrative/judicial hybrid — standards of L) Foreigners Tribunal — quasi-judicial body to
proof matter for . determine "foreigner" status in Assam.

e Trap 2: Don't confuse Section 6A cut-off (25 March

1971) with other citizenship provisions.

Mains: human rights,

, citizenship laws.

Mains Keywords for Answer Writing

Procedural Due Process & Natural o Intersectionality of Vulnerabilities h
Justice Use to explain how overlapping identities (
Crucial for analyzing the fairness of quasi-judicial ) create compounded
bodies. Emphasize transparent, reasonable, and disadvantages for women in producing documents,
non-arbitrary evidence standards in determining leading to systemic discrimination and
like citizenship, linking to statelessness.
Article 21.
J J
Statelessness and Human Rights
Frameworks
Discuss the of Analyze how the shifting burden of proof to
denying citizenship and the state's obligations individuals, especially vulnerable groups, can lead
under UN conventions (e.g., , ICCPR) to to miscarriage of justice, contrasting with
prevent statelessness and protect human dignity. principles of where the

state proves guilt.
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SC asks Centre for response on import curbs
for yellow peas (pulse prices)

News: SC sought Centre's reply on plea to curb duty-free imports of yellow peas, arguing cheap imports push down

domestic pulse prices harming farmers (MSP impacts).

Prelims Pointers & Traps

™ P IE]
Trap 1 Trap 2
Trade policy (imports/duties) Yellow peas = pulse substitute; Use for : agricultural price

intersects with MSP & food security = impact on price indices and farmer  support, trade vs farmer welfare,

— not just livelihoods. WTO implications.

technical decision.

Key Terms

<

SP — Minimum Support Price (procurement price floor).

e Yellow peas — affecting domestic pulses.

Mains Keywords for Answer Writing

o Terms of Trade for Agriculture: Refers to the ratio of prices received by farmers for their produce to the prices

they pay for inputs. Unrestricted imports of cheap produce can adversely impact these terms, leading to reduced

farmer profitability and disincentivizing domestic production.

e Food Security vs. Farmer Livelihoods Dilemma: This highlights the inherent policy challenge of balancing

affordable food for consumers (often facilitated by cheap imports) with ensuring remunerative prices and

sustainable livelihoods for domestic farmers. Policies must navigate this tension for holistic development.

e WTO Agreement on Agriculture (AoA): Any import restrictions or duties, including those on pulses, must

conform to the rules and commitments under the WTO's AoA. This international framework governs

agricultural trade and subsidies, influencing a nation's ability to protect its domestic markets without inviting

trade disputes.
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Telangana to take over Hyderabad Metro
(phase-1) from L&T; govt to assume debt

News: Telangana govt agreed to acquire HMR Phase-1 by paying 2,100 cr to L&T and taking on -X13,000 cr debt; move

aims to integrate operations with proposed Phase-2A/2B.

B Payment to L&T W Debt Assumption

Prelims Pointers & Traps

o Trap 1: Distinguish asset takeover from project cancellation — legal/financial integration needed for phase

approvals.

e Trap 2: Centre had earlier conditioned Phase-2 approval on operational integration — a federal/administrative

issue.

Good for Mains: urban transport PPPs, public finance & state interventions.

Key Terms

Mains Keywords for Answer Writing

e Re-evaluation of Public-Private Partnerships (PPPs): Use to discuss the evolving role of PPPs in infrastructure,

highlighting challenges like risk allocation, financial viability, and the necessity of state intervention when

private players struggle.

o Fiscal Sustainability & Debt Burden: Crucial for analyzing the impact of large infrastructure projects and state
takeovers on public finances, budgetary allocations, and the state's capacity for future development.

o Integrated Urban Mobility Planning: Emphasize this concept when discussing efficient urban transport

systems, stressing the need for seamless connectivity across different modes and phases of development to

maximize public utility.

e State Capacity and Governance: Apply to evaluate the government's ability to effectively manage complex

infrastructure projects, including financial management, operational efficiency, and ensuring public

accountability post-takeover.
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Kerala HC cuts security amount for sunken
vessel MSC Elsa 3 t01,227.62 cr

News: Kerala High Court reduced government's earlier compensation claim (9,531 cr) related to MSC Elsa 3

shipwreck to X1,227.62 cr, citing insufficient averments for huge environmental damage claims.

9,031 1,227.62

Original Claim Reduced Amount

Government's initial compensation demand (crores) Court's revised security amount (crores)

Prelims Pointers & Traps

e Trap 1: Distinguish asset takeover from project cancellation — legal/financial integration needed for phase

approvals.
e Trap 2: Court's reduction based on evidentiary basis for environmental damage — not denial of harm.

Relevant for , liability & maritime regulations.

Key Terms

Admiralty suit — maritime legal proceeding; nurdles = plastic pellets often polluting shorelines.

Mains Keywords for Answer Writing

e Polluter Pays Principle: Essential for answers on environmental justice and liability. Explain how the

of pollution prevention, control, and remediation, aligning with

sustainable development goals.

e Precautionary Principle: Useful when discussing environmental policy and risk management in maritime

activities. Argue for even in the absence of full scientific

certainty, shifting the burden of proof to those proposing potentially harmful activities.

e Strict Liability Regime: Apply this concept to demonstrate a nuanced understanding of compensation claims.

Explain how liability for environmental damage from shipping incidents can be imposed without proving fault,

focusing on the

Employ this framework to suggest policy solutions. Discuss the need for

synergistic implementation of international conventions (e.g., MARPOL), national laws, and judicial oversight

to ensure and efficient dispute resolution.
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ED searches in Telangana-Andhra in Srushti
Fertility Centre money-laundering probe

News: Enforcement Directorate conducted searches at 9 locations over allegations at Srushti Fertility Centre (DNA

mismatches, infant substitution complaints) and booked the centre under PMLA for alleged laundering.

Prelims Pointers & Traps Key Terms

e Trap1:ED action under PMLA targets proceeds of crime; e ED (Enforcement Directorate) — agency
parallel may continue. enforcing PMLA (money-laundering).

e Trap 2: Medical-ethical issues (DNA mismatch/child e PMLA — Prevention of Money
substitution) involve : Laundering Act, 2002.

Use for GS-1I/GS-III: governance, medical regulation,

Mains Keywords for Answer Writing

e Bioethical Governance: Discuss the gaps in regulatory frameworks concerning advanced reproductive

technologies and the ethical imperatives for robust oversight mechanisms to prevent malpractices like infant

substitution and DNA mismatches.

e Regulatory Harmonization: Analyze the need for a comprehensive and unified legal framework across states and

ministries to govern fertility clinics, ensuring accountability and preventing regulatory arbitrage.

o Financial Forensics & Illicit Financial Flows: Elaborate on how sophisticated financial investigation techniques

are crucial in tracing money laundering operations, especially when they are intertwined with grave ethical

violations in the medical sector.

Emphasize the importance of prioritizing the rights, welfare, and psychological impact on
victims (parents and children) in cases involving identity fraud and unethical medical practices, ensuring

restorative justice outcomes.
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Tirumala launches Al-driven Integrated
Command & Control Centre for pilgrim
management

News: Andhra CM inaugurated TTD's ICCC at Tirumala — Al/ML-enabled system with 6,000+ CCTVs, 3D mapping and

predictive congestion alerts to manage crowds and darshan flow.

@ 6,000+ CCTVs ? 3D Mapping & Predictive Alerts
Comprehensive surveillance Advanced spatial technology Al-powered congestion
network for crowd for better navigation and prediction system for
monitoring and security crowd flow analysis proactive crowd
management management

Prelims Pointers & Traps

e Trap 1: Tech solution aids management but raises privacy/data-protection concerns — note relevant

e Trap 2: Centralised surveillance for crowd management differs from law-enforcement usage —

matters.

Mains: e-governance, digital public infrastructure,

Key Terms

e ICCC — Integrated Command & Control Centre (smart city/temple crowd management).

Mains Keywords for Answer Writing

o Digital Public Infrastructure (DPI): Frame the ICCC as a facet of India's evolving Digital Public Infrastructure

(DPI), showcasing its potential for efficient (pilgrim management) but also discussing the

critical need for a robust to safeguard fundamental rights in its implementation.

e Algorithmic Governance: Analyze how the AI/ML-enabled system embodies algorithmic governance,

highlighting its efficacy in predictive crowd control, while simultaneously questioning issues of

, and potential in algorithmic decision-making.

o Panopticon Effect & Civil Liberties: Discuss the ICCC's extensive CCTV network and Al monitoring in the

context of the 'Panopticon Effect', examining how constant surveillance, even for public good, can impact

, privacy, and the in public spaces.

: Advocate for the adoption of 'Privacy by Design' principles in such

,arguing that data protection and privacy safeguards should be embedded into the system

architecture from the outset, rather than being an afterthought, to build
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