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Constitutional and Judicial Basis of RTI

Article 19(1)(a) of the Indian Constitution 
guarantees Freedom of Speech, implying an 
implicit Right to Know for citizens.

Supreme Court in Raj Narain v. State of UP 
(1975) affirmed that citizens have a right to 
know every public act, establishing RTI as a 
democratic necessity.

The 2nd Administrative Reforms Commission 
(ARC) in 2006 described RTI as the “master key 
to good governance,” emphasizing its role in 
transparency and accountability.

UNESCO (1999) recognized the Right to 
Information as a fundamental human right to 
seek, receive, and impart information, 
highlighting its global significance.

RTI as India’s “Sunshine Law”

RTI shifts Indian democracy from secrecy to 
transparency, promoting openness in 
governance.

It empowers citizens to actively participate in 
democratic processes by accessing 
government-held information.

The law is a tool to dismantle opaque 
bureaucratic practices and foster ethical 
governance.

Global Perspectives on RTI

Many countries have enacted Freedom of 
Information (FOI) laws inspired by similar 
principles, such as the UK FOI Act (2000) and 
South Africa’s FOI Act (2000).

International bodies and reforms emphasize 
RTI’s role in enhancing governance, citizen 
empowerment, and human rights globally.

Achievements of RTI: Impact in India 
and Worldwide

Curbing Corruption through Transparency

India: RTI exposed major scams like the Adarsh 
Housing Scam and irregularities in the 
Commonwealth Games, leading to public 
accountability.

Globally: The UK’s FOI Act revealed the MPs’ 
expenses scandal in 2009, showcasing RTI’s 
power to uncover misuse of public funds.

RTI acts as a deterrent against corrupt 
practices by increasing the risk of exposure.

Empowering Citizens to Access Information

India: Pensioners in Rajasthan successfully 
secured their dues using RTI; students accessed 
CBSE answer sheets to ensure fairness.

Mexico: The National Institute for Transparency, 
Access to Information and Personal Data 
Protection (INAI) empowered citizens to 
challenge government secrecy.

RTI fosters an informed citizenry capable of 
demanding rights and accountability.

Strengthening Accountability of Public 
Institutions

India: RTI facilitated disclosure of MPLADS and 
MLALADS fund utilization, ensuring elected 
representatives’ accountability.

South Africa: FOI laws played a critical role in 
post-apartheid reconciliation by promoting 
transparency in governance.

RTI compels public authorities to justify their 
actions and decisions to the public.

Improving Service Delivery and Governance 
Quality

India: Social audits linked with RTI under 
MGNREGA exposed fake job cards, improving 
program implementation.

Sweden: The 1766 FOI law inspired openness in 
public records, setting a global example for 
transparent governance.

RTI enhances efficiency by enabling citizens to 
monitor and evaluate government services.

Issues and Challenges Facing RTI 
Implementation

Pendency and Institutional Vacancies

The Central Information Commission (CIC) 
faces a backlog of over 50,000 appeals as of 
2024, delaying justice.

Many State Information Commissions operate 
without full-time commissioners, weakening 
institutional capacity.

These delays undermine the effectiveness and 
credibility of the RTI mechanism.

Dilution of RTI Independence through 
Amendments

The 2019 Amendment empowered the 
government to decide the tenure and salary of 
CIC and State IC members.

This change undermines the autonomy and 
independence of information commissions, 
risking political interference.

Such dilution threatens the impartiality 
essential for RTI’s success.

Threats and Violence Against RTI Activists

Since 2005, over 90 RTI activists have been 
killed or attacked (NCPRI, 2023), highlighting 
grave risks faced by whistleblowers.

There is no effective whistleblower protection 
or safety net for RTI users, discouraging 
citizens from filing applications.

The lack of security hampers the law’s 
potential to foster transparency.

Misuse and Administrative Burden

RTI is sometimes misused for frivolous or 
personal queries, creating unnecessary 
workload for public authorities.

Approximately 1.7 crore RTI applications are 
filed annually (DoPT, 2023), straining resources.

Balancing access with efficiency remains a key 
challenge for RTI implementation.

Landmark Case Laws Shaping RTI 
Jurisprudence

Raj Narain v. State of UP (1975)
Established the right to know as an integral part 
of democracy, laying the foundation for RTI 
principles.

S.P. Gupta v. Union of India (1981)
Emphasized judicial transparency and openness 
in governance, reinforcing RTI’s constitutional 
basis.

Association for Democratic Reforms (ADR) v. 
Union of India (2002)

Mandated disclosure of candidates’ criminal 
records and assets, enhancing electoral 
transparency.

CBSE v. Aditya Bandopadhyay (2011)
Ruled that exam answer sheets are accessible 
under RTI, promoting fairness and 
accountability in education.

RBI v. Jayantilal Mistry (2015)Directed banks to disclose inspection reports, 
increasing financial sector transparency.

Electoral Bonds Case (Supreme Court, 
February 2024)

Affirmed that the voter’s right to know 
supersedes donor anonymity, strengthening 
electoral transparency.

ARC-II Recommendations for RTI 
Reform

Minimizing Exemptions under Section 8

Reduce the scope of exemptions to ensure 
maximum information disclosure.

Encourage openness unless there is a 
compelling reason for secrecy.

Mandatory Proactive Disclosure

Information should be made available without 
the need for RTI applications.

Promote transparency through regular 
publication of data and reports.

Independent Appointment Process for 
Information Commissioners

Ensure CIC and State IC members are 
appointed through a transparent and 
independent process.

Protect their tenure and salary to maintain 
autonomy.

Training Public Information Officers (PIOs)

Equip PIOs with skills for citizen-friendly 
implementation of RTI.

Enhance responsiveness and reduce delays in 
information provision.

Protection for RTI Users

Implement measures to protect citizens from 
victimization or harassment for using RTI.

Strengthen whistleblower protection 
frameworks.

Current Affairs and Data Highlights 
(2024–25)

CIC 2024 ReportHighlighted the pendency crisis and institutional 
challenges in RTI implementation.

Electoral Bonds Supreme Court Verdict (2024)Reinforced the voter’s right to know, impacting 
political funding transparency.

PM CARES Fund Transparency Debate (2023–
24)

Government’s refusal to disclose details under 
RTI reignited discussions on transparency in 
public funds.

Digital Personal Data Protection Act, 2023Created tension between privacy rights and 
transparency demands under RTI.

Global Developments: EU AI Act (2024)Mandates algorithmic transparency, reflecting 
evolving dimensions of the right to information.

Key Data and Indices

Approximately 1.7 crore RTI applications filed 
annually (DoPT, 2023).

CIC backlog stands at around 50,000 appeals 
(2024).

India ranks 93 out of 180 countries in 
Transparency International’s Corruption 
Perceptions Index (CPI) 2024.

Visionary Way Forward for RTI 
Reforms

Proactive Disclosure 2.0

Use AI-driven dashboards and open data 
portals to provide real-time information access.

Move from reactive RTI requests to proactive 
transparency models.

Strengthening Independence of Information 
Commissions

Reverse the 2019 amendment to fix tenure and 
salary in law, ensuring autonomy.

Safeguard commissions from political 
interference.

Protecting RTI Activists and Whistleblowers

Fast-track the Whistleblower Protection Act 
and implement witness protection schemes.

Create a safe environment for citizens to 
exercise their right to information.

Enhancing Digital Inclusiveness

Develop RTI portals in all regional languages 
and formats accessible to persons with 
disabilities (PwD).

Bridge digital divides to ensure equitable 
access.

Integrating RTI with Governance Ecosystem

Link RTI with social audits, Citizen’s Charters, 
and the Sevottam framework for holistic 
governance reforms.

Foster synergy among transparency, 
accountability, and service delivery initiatives.

Rank-1 Style Conclusion

The RTI Act represents India’s quiet democratic 
revolution, empowering citizens to question 
authority and dismantle secrecy.

Despite significant achievements, challenges 
like pendency, dilution of independence, and 
threats to activists remain.

For democracy to thrive, RTI must evolve from 
reactive disclosure to proactive transparency, 
ensuring governance is truly people-centric and 
accountable.


