Launched in 2018 to address intra-

state developmental disparities by
( focusing on 112 backward districts
across 27 states.

Nandurbar, Maharashtra: Achieved
significant reduction in child

malnutrition through convergence )
of health and nutrition schemes.

— Illustrative District-Level Successes — Aims to transform governance from
Kupwara, Jammu & Kashmir: input-based to outcome-based by
Improved school attendance | — Overview and Objectives — emphasizing real-time monitoring,
following implementation of digital convergence of schemes,
monitoring tools. Case Studies and Exampl es collaboration, and competition.
SDG India Index: Kerala consistently for Value Addition Reflects a broader trend towards
ranks z?\t the top, o_lemonstrating R _ performance-linked governance to
effective data-driven governance accelerate development in lagging
outcomes. regions.

— Data-Driven Governance Examples —
PRAGATI platform: Facilitated

clearance of long-pending
infrastructure projects worth —
thousands of crores, showcasing
real-time governance intervention.

Coverage includes 112 districts
~— identified based on low Human
Development Index (HDI) indicators.

Focus areas or themes include
health and nutrition, education,
agriculture and water resources,

Discuss the significance of the " financial inclusion and skill
Aspirational Districts Programme in _development, and basic
addressing regional imbalances in infrastructure.
development. (Probable UPSC 2025) — Key Features of ADP — _

Delta Ranking system by NITI Aayog
What is outcome-based provides monthly rankings based on
governance? Critically evaluate its Potential Exam Questions PYQs & Probable - improv_ements USin“g real—ti_me data
role in India’'s policy implementation Questions for UPSC acce55|t">le on the "Champions of
framework. (UPSC GS-II type) Change” portal.
*Monitoring should focus on Approach involves convergence of
outcomes, not outlays.” Explain with multiple government schemes,

reference to recent governance Aspirati  Distri a Collaboratiqn b_etween central,
reforms in India. (Expected 2025) spirational Districts state, and district levels, and

Programme (ADP) fo_ste_ring competition among
districts to spur progress.

The Aspirational Districts " Significant improvements in
Prpgramme represents a signiticant ~— institutional deliveries, with some
shift from traditional top-down ~

. ) districts reporting over 30% increase.
planning to a data-driven,

participatory development model. Enhanced school attendance and

learning outcomes supported by
™ technology-enabled monitoring
systems.

Policy monitoring reforms and
outcome-based governance

frameworks foster a culture of —
accountability, innovation, and
citizen-centric service delivery.

Summary of Governance
Transformation

Conclusion

— Achievements and Impact - Notable progress in districts such as
Kupwara (Jammu & Kashmir) and

— Nandurbar (Maharashtra), which
demonstrated rapid developmental
gains.

If scaled and refined, these initiatives
have the potential to redefine
governance in India by accelerating
development in lagging regions and
improving overall policy

effectiveness.

The programme has been
__recognized as a model for rapid
transformation of lagging regions by
institutions like the World Bank.

THE
LEGEND
IAS

e ———
haping Fumare Ofizers

Enhance district-level statistical
capacity to ensure reliable and
timely real-time data collection and

analysis. Strengthening Data and Monitoring
Systems

Overemphasis on easily measurable
indicators may overlook deeper
(" structural issues such as poverty

and inequality.
ﬂ

Institutionalize independent third- Asplratlonal Concerns about the reliability and
party audits to improve data ‘— Criticisms and Challenges —+ accuracy of district-level data used

credibility and prevent manipulation. DlstrICtS for monitoring and ranking.
Risk of neglecting qualitative

Incorporate citizen feedback
P rog ram me' _ aspects of development that are

mechanisms into monitoring
frameworks to make governance P l' difficult to quantify but essential for
O ICy holisti
stic progress.

more participatory and responsive.

Integrating Citizen Participation —~

Use social audits and community MOnitOl‘ing, and

engagement tools to validate data

Traditional monitoring focused on
and outcomes. OUtcome_ inputs and expenditures,

L o Way Forward for ~ emphasizing compliance and
Extend the Aspirational Districts Enh ina G Ba Sed financial tracking rather than actual
Programme approach to urban local NNhancing Governance impact
bodies and new thematic areas such — Reforms I o | '
as climate resilience and digital Governa nce in L The new approach prioritizes
governance. PP P

Expanding and Diversifying the ADP Ind 1a evidence-based, data-driven policy

e "~ Model - tracking using dashboards, indices,
Balance quantitative outcome " .
. Y s citizen feedback, and third-party
measurement with qualitative .
- : evaluations to assess real outcomes.
governance values like equity, —
J_Ust'c‘?v ar(‘jd et{"cs to ensure PRAGATI platform, chaired by the
Inctusive aevetopment. Prime Minister, facilitates real-time
Promote decentralization and build a and resolution of
. L. infrastructure and development
capacity at district and local levels — .
i . projects.
to improve governance effectiveness.
. — Institutional and Policy Reforms — NITI Aayogd's indices such as the SDG
Foster collaboration across :
. . India Index, Health Index, and
government tiers and with civil C ) :
. . . omposite Water Index provide
society to create a holistic —/ — Key Platforms and Examples —— : .
comprehensive data-driven
ecosystem for outcome-based L
assessments of state and district
governance.
performance.
- i N The JAM trinity (Jan Dhan accounts,
A governance model that prioritizes Po|_|cy Monitoring in Aadhaar, and Mobile connectivity)
results and impacts, such as

Governance — enables direct benefit transfers,
enhancing transparency and
monitoring efficiency.

improved learning outcomes or
health indicators, over traditional
inputs like budget allocations or

infrastructure creation. Definition and Concept Increases transparency and
~— accountability in governance
processes.

Focuses on measuring tangible
changes in citizens' lives rather than

just resource utilization. Helps identify bottlenecks and

— challenges early, enabling timely
corrective actions.

_ Advantages of Modern Policy
Performance-linked grants provided Monitoring
by Finance Commissions incentivize
states and districts based on
outcomes achieved.

Encourages a competitive spirit
— among districts and states, driving

better performance and innovation.
Outcome budgeting by Union and

state governments aligns financial

lanni ith ted Lt Possibility of data manipulation by
planning with expected results.

— districts aiming to improve rankings

artificially.
Citizen Report Cards and Social Key Instruments and Mechanisms ’

Audits empower communities to
assess service delivery and
governance guality.

Over-centralization of evaluation
— Challenges and Limitations <— metrics may not capture local
nuances and priorities.

International examples include the

Capacity constraints at the district
UK's Public Service Agreements and

_ _ _ administration level can hinder
Singapore's use of Key Performance Outcome-Based effective data collection and
Indicators (KPIs) linked to service Governance monitoring.

delivery.

Aligns government policies and
programs with citizen-centric
outcomes, improving relevance and
effectiveness.

Reduces wasteful expenditure by
focusing on what works rather than
just spending.

Benefits of Outcome-Based
Governance

Encourages innovation and
experimentation in service delivery
to achieve better results.

Difficulty in quantifying complex
social outcomes that are
multifaceted and long-term.

Risk of neglecting critical but non-
measurable aspects such as Concerns and Critiques
inclusivity, ethics, and social justice.

Potential for overemphasis on
metrics leading to a narrow focus on
measurable targets at the expense
of holistic development.



